November 18, 2014

Walter R. Brooks
Executive Director
Regional Planning Commission
10 Veterans Boulevard
New Orleans, LA 70124-1162

RE:

Letter of Commitment for RPC’s Community-Wide Assessment Grant Proposal for Hazardous
and Petroleum Contaminated Brownfield Sites

Dear Mr. Brooks:
This letter expresses the support and commitment of the Greater New Orleans Housing Alliance
(GNOHA) for the Regional Planning Commission’s (RPC’s) Brownfield Redevelopment Program and
your 2014 Brownfields Community-Wide Assessment Grant Proposal to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency to address hazardous and petroleum contaminated sites. RPC has already lead the way
in addressing the technical and environmental issues of these former industrial sites in our region that
have long sat inactive, and we would like to see your efforts continue. We believe Brownfield
Redevelopment is a major tool in bringing many lots in our city back to commerce for affordable housing,
as many of these contaminated lots remain in neighborhoods that are continuing to rebuild, as well as in
areas that have a growing need for more affordable housing stock
GNOHA is a collaborative formed by the nonprofit housing builders and community development
corporations who are working diligently to rebuild the City of New Orleans. GNOHA’s mission is to
collaborate and support member efforts to build workforce housing for the citizens of the Greater New
Orleans area in an ethical and efficient manner. We promote fair housing by engaging the City of New
Orleans in a collaborative process that encourages broader community participation and addresses gaps in
analysis. We also use best practices to overcome barriers to fair housing. As part of our efforts, we are in
the process of creating a 10-year Housing Plan for the city of New Orleans with a comprehensive
directory of community resources.
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GNOHA is committed to giving the RPC assistance in your Brownfield endeavors including:





Disseminating general Brownfield and project–specific information to our stakeholders;
Assisting with identifying sites for redevelopment;
Providing feedback on redevelopment plans and their impact on affordable housing; and
Providing access to our robust membership base who can offer guidance and assistance.

We applaud your efforts with Brownfield Remediation thus far and are grateful that this obstacle to
affordable housing development in our neighborhoods is being addressed. We hope you are successful in
your proposal and are able to continue to restore key Brownfield sites in our region.

We look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

Lindsey Lewis
Program Manager
(504) 821-7235
lindsey.lewis@gnoha.org
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